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WELCOME
(MOC)  Good afternoon, and welcome.  My name is Jeff Smith, Scoutmaster of  Troop 110.  I am pleased to serve as master of ceremonies for this Eagle Court of Honor, honoring Evan Murphy for attaining Scouting’s highest rank, the Eagle Scout Award.

Our Assistant Senior Patrol Leaders this afternoon are Jacob Cafeo and Eric Radloff.
PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS

(MOC) Will Jacob please come forward for the presentation of the Colors.

(ASPL)

· Ladies and Gentlemen, please stand for the presentation of the Colors

· Please remove non-uniform headgear

· Color Guard, advance

· Color Guard, prepare to post the Colors

· Color Guard, post the Colors

· Scouts, Salute

· Will the audience please join in the Pledge of Allegiance

(ASPL leads in Pledge of Allegiance)

· Now, will the Scouts please join in the Scout Oath

(ASPL leads the Scout Oath) On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law: to help other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.

· Color guard dismissed

· Please be seated.

(ASPL & Color Guard return to their seats)

INVOCATION

(MOC)
At this time I am honored to introduce to you Evan's father, Mr. Steve Murphy who will deliver the invocation.

Our gracious God and Father,

We thank you for this special day in the life of Evan Murphy. Today we celebrate the accumulated efforts Evan has made over the years to advance in scouting. We think of all the Merit Badges he earned along the way, the oaths he learned, the character he developed, and his service to our community and fellow scouts. Little by little, month by month and year by year he was faithful, and today we celebrate this marker of faithful and hard work.

So we ask You, our Lord, to bless Evan, all those who supported and encouraged him; we ask your blessing to fall upon his fellow scouts whose fellowship he enjoyed along the pathway. We thank You for the scout leaders who gave so much time and energy to develop young men like Evan. Bless them with the certainty that their work has influenced the course of many lives. We all benefit because of their sacrifices and leadership.

And so our God, we pray that you would bless this celebration as we rejoice with Evan.

We pray in Jesus’ Name, Amen.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE COURT OF HONOR

(MOC)  thank you Mr. Murphy
(MOC)  Today we have the honor of recognizing Evan Murphy for the award of Eagle Scout.   The many parents and Scout Leaders of Troop 110 have contributed continuously in his development toward responsible citizenship through the Boy Scouts Program.  Their efforts are culminated in the presentation of the Eagle Scout Award.  However, the success of those efforts will only be manifested in the paths Evan chooses for his life, and in the way he impacts the lives of those around him.
I now call upon Mr. Charley Akers, Troop Advancement Chair, to open this Court of Honor

(Mr. Charley Akers)  By the power vested in me by the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America, I hereby declare this Court of Honor duly convened for the sole purpose of presenting the Eagle Scout award to Evan Murphy.

INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHTS/100 SCOUTS
(Mr. Akers) In any Scout Court of Honor, one hears much about paths and the Scout Trail.  But where and how do these trails take Scouts in life, as they move forward in their communities and out into the world?  I would like to share some compelling statistics behind Scouting.
For every 100 boys who join Scouting:

· 30 will drop out their first year, but will later speak well of the program

· 4 will become Eagle Scouts

· 17 will become future Scouting volunteers

· Rarely will one be brought before the juvenile court system

· 12 will have their first contact with a church, synagogue, or mosque through scouting

· 1 will enter the ministry

· 5 will earn their faith’s religious award

· 18 will develop a hobby that will last through their adult life

· 8 will enter a vocation that was learned through the merit badge program

· 1 will use his Scouting skills to save his own life

· 1will use his Scouting skills to save the life of another.

Scouting’s alumni record is equally impressive.  Although only 1 out of 4 boys become Scouts, 3 out of 4 of our nation’s leaders were Scouts

· 85 % of student council presidents were Scouts

· 89 % of senior class presidents were Scouts

· 71 % of football captains were Scouts

Scouts also account for:

· 64 % of Air Force Academy graduates

· 68 % of West Point graduates

· 85 % of FBI agents, and 

· 26 of the first 29 astronauts

Today we honor Evan for being one of those 4 in 100 that achieve rank of Eagle Scout; furthermore, we look forward to watching his future accomplishments.
Next, Mr. Cafeo will take us through Evan’s Trail to Eagle.
TRAIL TO EAGLE
 (Mr. Cafeo) Our theme tonight is "The Trail to Eagle". The pathway to Eagle can be described as a steep trail, leading to the peak of Eagle rank.

Along that trail are 6 steps, the ranks of Scouting that you had to pass on the trail. Evan, it is fitting that you look back before you go on to other challenges to see what you have accomplished. These experiences should not be forgotten - You should benefit from them. Cherish the valuable ones, and make sure the bad ones do not happen again.

Remember your first trip along that steep trail? At first, you were called Scout by your brothers. Remember when you received the Scout Badge? You learned the Fleur-de-lis shape was to resemble the Mariner compass as it would always point you along the true path towards tonight. It had three points which you learned like the three fingers of the Scout Sign were for the three points of the Scout Oath.

Remember when you took those first steps up the long scouting trail? You began to build yourself physically, mentally, and morally by learning the Scout Oath and Law. Before you knew it you were a Tenderfoot Scout.
Your Scout Badge was replaced by the badge of a Tenderfoot. It still pointed you in the right direction but added were the two stars which represented the truth and knowledge you had gained in Scouting. Also was the bald eagle, our national symbol. You learned from the shield on the eagle's breast that the freedom of America is not without cost that it must be defended.

Soon, you set out for another ledge. There you were greeted by second class scouts.  The second class badge showed you a scroll with your motto "Be Prepared". It's ends were turned up in a smile and that is what you were to do as the bottom knot reminded you to "Do a Good Turn Daily" which is the Scout slogan.

You found that some second class scouts had been there for a long time and were content with their achievement. You continued onward. You studied and before you realized it, you had come to a new ledge, one where First Class Scouts dwell.

Your First Class badge showed you that it was time to put everything you had learned thus far together and this is what you did. You found that the trail to Fist Class had not been all that difficult. You wanted to learn more in Scouting so you continued onward, earning specific skills through merit badges.

Your next step was to become a Star Scout. The Star badge, a golden star was to symbolize your new role as a leader. You were called upon to be a guiding light in the darkness for those who were to follow. No longer were you receiving Scouting but now you were expected to teach new skills to others.

Now the Trail was steeper. Leadership was challenging and also hard work. But you persevered, climbing the steep trail. Soon it led you to Life Rank. The Badge of Life, a pure red heart on a golden field was to show all the world the path you had chosen. True to the ideals of Scouting you had gained an inner confidence that was to prepare you for the rest of your life. 
The trail became even tougher, but more interesting. You thought, now I am close to the Eagle. I will carry on.
We in Troop 110 have watched you as you have worked towards your Eagle. We have watched your mind develop and your knowledge increase. We have seen you grow in many ways and now that you are on the threshold of your goal, we welcome you, for you have done your climbing in a Scout-like manner.
EAGLE SCOUT PLEDGE 

(Mr. Smith) I would now like to invite all Eagle Scouts present to join us here in front at this time.  
(Mr. Smith) Before we ask Evan to take the Eagle Scout Pledge, we would like to take this opportunity for each Eagle Scout to introduce himself.  Please give your name, Troop, and year you became an Eagle Scout.
(allow everyone to introduce themselves)

Evan, please stand.  I charge you to enter this Eagle Scout brotherhood holding ever before you, without reservation, the ideals of honor and service.  By repeating the Eagle Scout pledge before your fellow members, you will become an Eagle Scout.  Though the words you use now are similar to those by which you joined Scouting, today they mean more than they ever could have meant at that time, or at any time in the past.  When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, using the same words that are found at the end of the Declaration of Independence, you seal your eternal loyalty to the code of the Eagle Scout.  
   Evan will now take the Eagle Scout Pledge.  As the candidate takes this pledge for the first time, will those Eagle Scouts who are present reaffirm your pledge?

Will each of you please give the Scout Sign and repeat after me in unison?

· On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God. (pause)
· On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to my country. (pause)
· I reaffirm my allegiance to the three promises of the Scout Oath. (pause)
· I thoughtfully recognize and take upon myself the obligations (pause)
· And responsibilities of the rank of Eagle Scout. (pause)
· On my honor, I will do my best to make my training an example, (pause)
· And make my rank and influence strongly count for better scouting 
· And for better citizenship, in my troop, in my community, (pause)
· And in my contacts with other people, regardless of race, color, or creed. 

· To this I pledge my sacred honor. (pause)
I would like Evan to remain standing, but the other Eagles Scouts may now be seated.
PRESENTATION OF EAGLE AWARD 
(MOC)  Will Evan’s parents please step forward?  

(while waiting, get out Eagle Pin)

Evan, your parents have undoubtedly been your primary source of help and strength as you have progressed along your path.

In recognition of her support and the many acts of self-sacrifice from your mother, I’d like your mother to pin the Eagle Medal on your uniform.

 (hand Brenda the Eagle Medal. Brenda pins medal on Evan)

In recognition of your mother’s devotion, please present her with this Eagle mother’s pin.


(hand Evan the mother’s pin.)

Your father has been the source of much advice and guidance along the Eagle Trail, so I’d like him to present the Eagle Scout neckerchief to you


(hand Steve the neckerchief.)

In return, please present your father with this Eagle lapel pin.


(hand Evan the Eagle lapel pin.)


(Parents step back behind Evan)

And I would like to present you with your Eagle Scout Certificate

(hand Evan the Eagle certificate.)
And now it gives me great pleasure to present to you our newest Eagle Scout, Evan Jacob Murphy.

At this time, I would like to introduce Dr. Ken Massey.  Council Member of the City of Farmington Hills and an Eagle Scout.

(Ken Massey) Presentation of letter from Mayor
EAGLE SCOUT CHALLENGE COIN
(MOC) At this time, Evan would like to present one of our younger Scouts with a challenge of his own.

(Evan) Thank you, Mr. Smith.

There is one scout that has impressed me over the past year.  This scout is always active and participating in troop events.  He has shown responsibility at meetings and campouts.  He has shown that he has what it takes to complete the Trail to Eagle.

Would Max Fried please come up?

(Max comes forward)

Max, I would like to challenge you to continue on the path you are taking;   I’m sure with the help of your parents, Scouting volunteers, and the troop, you can make it.

Good luck, I know you’ll do well.

(Max returns to his seat)
MENTOR PIN
There is another person I neede to specially thank.  The person that helped guide me on my Trail to Eagle.  He is the person that coached me and helped forme when I needed it.

The definition of mentor is “a wise and trusted counselor”. You are all of that and more. For your wise mentoring during most of my time in Boy Scouts, I present you with this Silver Mentor Pin.
ACCEPTANCE SPEECH/ACKOWLEDGEMENTS
(EVAN)
I would just like to take a minute to thank the people that got me here today.  First of all, I’d like to thank my parents.  I’d like to thank my Scoutmasters, Mr. McGowan, Mr.  Terzich, Mr. Smith , and my Dad.  My advancement chairs – Mr. Green and Mr.  Akers.  Also, all those leaders that came on the high adventure trips – Mr. Green, Mr. Schumacher, Mr. Cafeo, Mr. Boucher,  and Mr. Smith.  All of Troop 110 scounts and volunteers.    Everyone that helped on my Eagle project and fund raising.

And thank you to everyone who came to join me on this great day of my scouting life.

EAGLE PALM PRESENTATION

(JEFF)  I would now like to call back Charley Akers for the Eagle Palm award.

(CHARLEY) Some people think that after becoming an Eagle Scout, a scout has reached the end of the trail.  As Evan knows, they are mistaken.  He has continued to lead, serve, and grow as an Eagle.  He has expanded his scouting knowledge and shared his expertise with new scouts joining the troop 
 This BRONZE Eagle palm represents the completion of at least 26 merit badges. 21 to reach Eagle, and 5 more for this bronze palm. If an Eagle Scout completes more merit badges, he can earn a gold, and then a silver palm.
In addition to completion of merit badges, to earn an Eagle palm, a scout must be active in his troop for at least 3 months, demonstrate the Scout Oath and Law, and continue to develop leadership skills. Evan has successfully done all these things.  
(Hand Evan the Palm)

Congratulations.

(Evan and Charley sits down)

SCOUT MASTER MINUTE
(MOC/Mr. Smith) Delivers scout master minute…….

(Mr. Smith writes)
RETIRING THE COLORS

(MOC)  Will Jacob Cafeo & the Color Guard please come forward for the retiring of the Colors ?

(ASPL)
· Ladies and Gentlemen, please stand for the retiring of the Colors

· Please remove non-uniform headgear

· Color Guard, prepare to retire the Colors

· Troop Salute

· Color Guard, retire the Colors

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RECEPTION

(MOC) The Murphy family wants to thank you for joining them today to honor their Eagle.   If you have not yet signed the guest book for Evan, we would appreciate it if you would take the time to do so.   Please join us now for the reception and please take one of the special Scout cookies.
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