National B.S.A New Membership Standards Policy
Below is an overview and responses to SWFL volunteer and parent member questions from Greg Graham, Southwest Florida
Council, B.S.A. Scout Executive and C.E.O. in regard to the new B.S.A. membership standards policy. Specific responses in
quotation and italics are the Scout Executive’s perspective.
The National B.S.A. has approved a new membership standards policy effective January 1, 2014. Below is an overview of
the process that has taken place and responses to questions SWFL Council B.S.A stakeholders may have regarding this recent
decision. Additional detailed information and research gathered during the listening phase of the membership standards
review can be found on the National B.S.A. website at www.scouting.org.
OVERVIEW
For more than 103 years, Scouting’s focus has been on working together to deliver the nation’s foremost youth program of
character development and values-based leadership training. Scouting has always been in an ongoing dialogue with the
Scouting family to determine what is in the best interest of the organization and the young people we serve.
The reconsideration of the B.S.A. membership standards policy was self-initiated within the Scouting organization after
feedback from around the country after the reaffirmation of the former policy in the spring of 2012 by the B.S.A. National
Volunteer Executive Board Committee.
The Boy Scouts of America recently embarked on the most comprehensive listening exercise in its history to consider the
impact of potential changes to its membership standards policy on the organization and gather perspectives from inside and
outside of the Scouting family. This review created an outpouring of feedback from the Scouting family and the American
public, from both those who agreed with the former policy and those who supported a change.
WHAT DID THE REVIEW FIND AND HOW WAS THE RESOLUTION ARRIVED AT THAT WAS VOTED ON?
Over the course of nearly three months, more than 200,000 BSA members, parents, leaders, alumni, donors, youth teenagers
and the general public participated in research. This included extensive surveys among all stakeholders as well as the
general public including research by an independent consulting firm. Over 270 local BSA organizations (councils) and 100
national religious and community organizations also provided extensive feedback. Also, Scouting interacted with chartered
organization representatives, leaders, parents, and members of alumni organizations through a survey sent to 1.1 million
members of the Scouting family, and collected feedback through a national survey of parents and a Harris Interactive Survey
of the nation’s youth. This information helped the officers’ work on a resolution regarding membership standards.
The review confirmed that this issue remains among the most complex and challenging issues facing the BSA and society
today. Even with the wide range of input, it is extremely difficult to accurately quantify the potential impact of maintaining or
changing the current policy. However, there are areas that a majority of stakeholders do agree.
While perspectives and opinions vary significantly, parents, adults in the Scouting community and teens alike, agree that
youth should not be denied the benefits of Scouting.
WHAT IS THE NEW POLICY?
The following membership standard for youth members of the Boy Scouts of America is hereby adopted and
approved, effective January 1, 2014:
Youth membership in the Boy Scouts of America is open to all youth who meet the specific membership requirements to join
the Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, Sea Scout, and Venturing programs. Membership in any program of the Boy Scouts
of America requires the youth member to (a) subscribe to and abide by the values expressed in the Scout Oath and Scout
Law, (b) subscribe to and abide by the precepts of the Declaration of Religious Principle (duty to God), and (c) demonstrate
behavior that exemplifies the highest level of good conduct and respect for others and is consistent at all times with the
values expressed in the Scout Oath and Scout Law. No youth may be denied membership in the Boy Scouts of America on the
basis of sexual orientation or preference alone.
The Boy Scouts of America will maintain the current membership policy for all adult leaders in regard to this issue
which is:
While the BSA does not proactively inquire about the sexual orientation of employees, volunteers, or members, we do not
grant membership to individuals who are open or avowed homosexuals or who engage in behavior that would become a
distraction to the mission of the BSA.

WHAT IS THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA’S COUNCIL LOCAL POSITION STATEMENT ON THE DECISION?
The Southwest Florida Council’s core mission will not be altered with a change in the membership policy. The Southwest
Florida Council will continue to support its charter partner organizations and communities to provide all youth with exciting
outdoor experiences, leadership development, and life skills that will enable them to develop into individuals of strong
character to “Be Prepared for Life.”
WHO VOTED ON THE NEW POLICY?
There were approximately 1,402 eligible voting members of the National B.S.A. Council. These individuals are all volunteers
that consist of national, regional and local council representatives. These individuals all reviewed extensive data prior to
voting. 1,232 were in attendance and casted a vote with 61.44% in favor.
WHAT IS THE OPINION OF LOCAL PARTICIPANTS ON THIS MATTER IN REGARD TO CONTINUING
THE SAME ADULT LEADERSHIP MEMBERSHIP STANDARD POLICY?
“Locally, most parents and volunteers are in strong agreement that Scouting exists to serve and benefit youth rather than
Scout leaders which should be our main focus. At this time, a majority of parents and volunteers, are in agreement that the
new policy is in the best interest of our youth. However, they also note this is a complex issue and that views will continue to
change over time, as will the Scouting program, based on societal influences, parental opinions and as religious-community
based organizations who charter Scouting continue to address this issue within their own organization.”
WAS THIS A VOTE TO PROMOTE A SOCIAL AGENDA?
The BSA does not have an agenda on the matter of sexual orientation, and resolving this complex issue is not the role of the
organization. Scouting will not let any member or outside organization use its program to promote or advance any social or
political position or agenda.
HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO THOSE THAT DISAGREE WITH THE DECISION?
“We are respectful of their view and would hope others would extend the same courtesy, however, as an organization, our
focus is to move forward to serve all youth who want and need the Scouting program. Scouting has always promoted
tolerance, regardless of whether you agree or disagree, with respect to an individual’s beliefs or opinions. I think we all
would agree that Scouting provides life-changing benefits to youth and that all youth would be better off by having
participated in Scouting programs.”
DO YOU THINK THERE WILL BE AN INFLUX OF GAY BOYS INTO THE PROGRAM?
“ I would anticipate no change in membership or the make-up of our membership. Viewing this from a number perspective,
it is important to note that a vast majority of all youth in our Cub and Boy Scouting programs are boys in the age range of 6 14 years old. When you consider other statistical data on this issue, the change in the membership policy will have a
negligible, if any, effect on the actual make-up of the BSA membership.”
“There has never been a time where Scouting is more needed in our community to help youth than it is today. We have seen
our local programs have increases in membership growth the last 3 years as more parents desire for their sons to reap the
benefits of Scouting. We hope everyone stays with Scouting because we really believe we are bigger than this single issue.”
HOW DO YOU ADDRESS PARENTS WHO HAVE A CONCERN ABOUT THIS CHANGE?
The new resolution also reinforces that Scouting is a youth program, and any sexual conduct, whether heterosexual or
homosexual, by youth of Scouting age is contrary to the virtues of Scouting.
A Scout meeting or activity is not the place to engage in discussions with a boy about sex or sexual orientation. If an
incident deemed inappropriate, whether verbally or behavior wise occurs, a youth or in the case of an adult, the individual
would be either immediately removed, counseled or reprimanded with future consequences of dismissal, depending on his or
her action. The BSA has stringent policies in place that protect the safety and privacy of both youth and adult members at all
times.”
The health and safety of our youth members and participants is our highest priority. The BSA is a recognized leader in the
field of youth protection. The B.S.A. has a comprehensive program for both youth and volunteers to insure extensive
procedures and barriers are in place to protect our youth from any potential risk associated with a Scouting activity or abuse
of any kind by youth or adults.

HAS THERE BEEN A LOT OF DISCUSSION ON THIS ISSUE LOCALLY?
“Prior to the proposed resolution and media coverage, this issue has not been a frequent topic of discussion or concern in
Scouting among our grassroots local programs with youth, parents, leaders or other stakeholders. However, overall
feedback during this process indicates the vast majority of all B.S.A. stakeholders are supportive of this new policy and that
our focus should be in providing all youth the opportunity to benefit from the Scouting program. Going forward, our
Scouting family will continue to focus on reaching and serving youth in order to help them grow into good, strong citizens.
America’s youth need Scouting, and by focusing on the goals that unite us, we can continue to accomplish incredible things
for young people and the communities we serve.”

WHAT WILL YOU DO WHEN A YOUTH MEMBER BECOMES AN ADULT?
When members are no longer a youth participant, they must meet the requirements of our adult standards.

WILL LOCAL UNITS BE ABLE TO DENY MEMBERSHIP TO YOUTH BASED ON SEXUAL
ORIENTATION?
No youth may be denied membership in the Boy Scouts of America on the basis of sexual orientation or preference alone.

WHAT SLEEPING AND CAMPING ACCOMODATIONS WILL HAVE TO BE MADE?
The B.S.A. is reviewing this matter in case units will have to address this issue. This includes looking into how other
organizations have dealt with this and engaging in discussions with experts in this area. Recommendations in the near future
will be made. The BSA has stringent policies in place that protect the safety and privacy of youth and adult members.
Scouting has always worked to ensure that it is a supportive and safe environment for young people, both physically and
emotionally. “Many troops already utilize a 3 per tent rule to address potential safety, discipline or harassment concerns.
In any situation, adults should not dictate to a Scout he must tent with another youth if he is opposed regardless of the
reason. Adult leaders should also always insure appropriate age tenting and it is generally suggested no more than 2 years
of age difference in sleeping arrangements. Personally as a troop leader, it is an issue I believe our troop leadership can
address, if faced, where it will not be a distraction from troop operations or concern for parents. I also believe that 99%
of our Scout units will likely not have to ever deal with this.”

WILL THE POLICY FOR ADULTS BE REVIEWED AGAIN?
The National B.S.A. Executive Committee just completed a lengthy review process. There are no plans for further review.

HAS OR WILL THE BOY SCOUTS REVIEW(ED) THE “Duty to God” STANDARD?
No. The Scout Oath begins with duty to God, and the Scout Law ends with a Scout’s obligation to be reverent, and that will
always remain a core value of the Boy Scouts of America. Duty to God is an “immutable tenet” of scouting; the values set
forth in the Scout Oath and Law are fundamental to the BSA and central to teaching young people to make better choices
over their lifetimes.

IS THE BSA A CHRISTIAN BASED ORGANIZATION?
The BSA has never limited membership to Christians, or defined itself as a Christian organization. It is, however,
a value-based organization in which The Scout Oath and Law are derived on biblical principles.
The Boy Scouts of America's official position is that atheists and agnostics cannot participate as Scouts or
adult Scout Leaders in its traditional Scouting programs.
The Boy Scouts of America maintains that no member can grow into the best kind of citizen without recognizing
an obligation to God.. In the first part of the Scout Oath or Promise the member declares, ‘On my honor I will do
my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law.’ The recognition of God as the ruling
and leading power in the universe and the grateful acknowledgment of His favors and blessings are necessary to
the best type of citizenship and are wholesome precepts in the education of the growing members.
The BSA believes that atheists and agnostics are not appropriate role models of the Scout Oath and Law for
boys, and thus will not accept such persons as members or adult leaders. The Bylaws of the BSA contain a

non-sectarian Declaration of Religious Principle which all Scouts are required to subscribe to as part of the
membership application process.
The BSA does not require adherence to any particular religious beliefs or ethos beyond this. The Boy Scout
Handbook goes on to explain that "A Scout is Reverent" means that "A Scout is reverent towards God. He is
faithful in his religious duties. He respects the beliefs of others." Buddhists, followers of Native American
religions, Muslims, Jews, Christians of all denominations, and many others, including those who define their own
spirituality, can be and are members of the BSA. The BSA recognizes religious awards for over 38 faith groups
and 28 varieties of Christianity.
WHAT DOES “ MORALLY STRAIGHT” MEAN IN THE SCOUT OATH?
“ Some interpret that morally straight can mean taking good care of your body, taking good care of your mind, and living
your life as a thoughtful, caring, quality person with good values; and to live your live with honesty as stated in the Scout
Law. Any Scout or other person who does that is going to be a value to their family, church or community. Those with
different religious beliefs view The Scout Oath with varying perspectives.”

WHAT ARE THE VIEWS OF RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS WHO CHARTER SCOUTING UNITS?
There have been several viewpoints expressed to-date and some have not yet made an official statement. Below are various
statements or perspectives that have been expressed either by the religious organization or representatives to-date.

Commentary: An Open Letter to Southern Baptists
May 24, 2013
By R. CHIP TURNER
R. Chip Turner, chairman of the BSA Religious Relationships Task Force and past president of the Association of Baptists for
Scouting, released this open letter after the Boy Scouts of America voted to end denying membership to boys on the basis of
their sexual orientation.
Results of the much-publicized vote at the 2013 national meeting of the Boy Scouts of America were announced May 23.
Understandably, this was not what many Baptist denominations and others wanted to see transpire. Now what? Before
deciding, I urge you to prayerfully consider the following:
* Are the evangelism and family ministry opportunities now lessened in the church's Scout unit(s)? Are the lost and unenlisted any less our responsibility now? I respectfully remind us that the Great Commission remains unchanged and no
vote can alter this reality.
Still 'fishers of men'
The local church still owns its Scout units and is responsible for selecting the leadership. As “fishers of men,” are we not to
go where the fish are located? In the case of church-based Scout units, there are unreached people already in your buildings!
[In the average Scout unit, as much as 60% of the youth and their families are not currently involved in anyone’s church.
What an opportunity!
* Are our churches being compelled to accept homosexual leaders or the homosexual lifestyle?
No. fact, it remains the responsibility of our churches to hold high a standard. The resolution clearly states that “youth are
still developing, learning about themselves and who they are, developing their sense of right and wrong, and understanding
their duty to God to live a moral life.” Shouldn’t Baptists be at the forefront in helping youth find answers which are
biblically based?
Behavior standard still in place
Keep in mind. Too, that there are a number of membership requirements which must still be met, including affirming the
declaration of religious principle, doing one’s “duty to God, and adhering to the principles of the Scout Oath and Law. In
addition, a behavior standard is being set forth which disallows sexual behavior of any kind in Scouting.
Do our churches routinely exclude persons from our other evangelism and outreach efforts or do we seek to reach them
where they are with the Good News and help them discover The Way?

* Do we surrender the opportunity of involving children, youth, and families in the Religious Emblems Program which is an
effective tool for reaching Scouts (and entire families) for Christ, discipling them, and helping many clarify their call to
vocational Christian service? I pray not! * Does it really matter whether or not Baptists are involved in Scouting? First, the
obvious answer is "yes" for every Scout, family, and leader in Baptist units. Second, there are tens of thousands of Baptist
Scouts and thousands of Baptist Scout leaders involved in Scouting who are not in Baptist
units and we should be serving them, too. [The third largest group of Scouts and leaders at the 2013 National Jamboree will
be Baptist.] * Why not invest our outreach ministry and energies elsewhere? Obviously, you can. But why does it have to be
an “either/or” situation?
Reaching the unreached
There are many fine children and youth programs in our churches which primarily address those
already in the church family. However, what about the unchurched and unreached? Plus, consider
the people in your church family who are better members, parents, leaders, and citizens because
they had the Scouting experience delivered by godly men and women. Dare we deprive our children and grandchildren of
this same life-changing experience? Do we surrender this precious opportunity to others who may not share our values. Shall
we abandon an organization which needs our influence now more than ever? Future generations hang in the balance.

LDS Church Issues Statement on Boy Scouts of America
April 25, 2013
For 100 years, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has enjoyed a strong, rewarding relationship with
Boy Scouts of America (BSA).
Recently, BSA has been reviewing a possible policy change in its standards for membership and leadership. Now
that BSA has finished its review process and has proposed a resolution for consideration, the Church has issued
the following statement:
“Over the past several weeks BSA has undertaken the difficult task of reviewing its membership standards policy.
In their own words, this undertaking has been ‘the most comprehensive listening exercise in its history.’
“While the Church has not launched any campaign either to effect or prevent a policy change, we have followed
the discussion and are satisfied that BSA has made a thoughtful, good-faith effort to address issues that, as they
have said, remain ‘among the most complex and challenging issues facing the BSA and society today.’
“The current BSA proposal constructively addresses a number of important issues that have been part of the
ongoing dialogue, including consistent standards for all BSA partners, recognition that Scouting exists to serve
and benefit youth rather than Scout leaders, a single standard of moral purity for youth in the program, and a
renewed emphasis for Scouts to honor their duty to God.
“We are grateful to BSA for their careful consideration of these issues. We appreciate the positive things contained
in this current proposal that will help build and strengthen the moral character and leadership skills of youth as
we work together in the future.”

National Catholic Committee on Scouting
May 23, 2014
For over 100 years, thousands of children in Catholic parishes, schools and fraternal organizations have benefited from
chartering Scouting units. The Catholic Church has maintained a strong relationship with the Boy Scouts of America (BSA)
through the National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) for many years and we hope to maintain that relationship.
Today, the voting members of the BSA voted to change the membership standards for its youth members. The BSA proposed
in its resolution that "no youth may be denied membership in the Boy Scouts of America on the basis of sexual orientation or
preference alone." Its membership standards for adult leaders remain unchanged.
The Catholic Church teaches that people who experience a homosexual inclination or a same sex attraction are to be treated
with respect recognizing the dignity of all persons. The Church's teaching is clear that engaging in sexual activity outside of
marriage is immoral. Individuals who are open and avowed homosexuals promoting and engaging in homosexual conduct are
not living lives consistent with Catholic teaching.
Since the change in policy will not take effect until January 1, 2014, the National Catholic Committee on Scouting has
adequate time to study its effects. The NCCS will determine how it may impact Catholic chartered Scout units and activities.

In doing so, we will work within the teachings of our Catholic Faith and with the various local bishops and their diocesan
scouting committees.
Ed Martin- National Chair
Father Michael Hanifin-National Chaplain

General Commission on United Methodist Men Excerpt on BSA Membership Policy Change
Thursday, May 23, 2013
The commission will continue to support various ministries to young people through local congregations, including
BSA, Girl Scouts of the USA, Camp Fire USA, 4-H and Big Brothers Big Sisters. All of these civic youth-serving
agencies provide enrichment experiences and opportunities for leadership development. Through these ministries,
local United Methodist churches are able to welcome families into their buildings and their ministries.
The commission will continue to support scouting and other civic youth-serving organizations, and staff and board
members will make every effort to encourage executives of these agencies to include faith communities in their
decision making processes.
TO BRING YOUTH TO CHRIST THROUGH A SCOUTING MINISTRY!
THE ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS FOR SCOUTING
HTTP://WWW.BAPTISTSCOUTERS.ORG
June 7, 2013
PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT ON MEMBERSHIP POLICY CHANGE

Having watched the news coverage and read numerous emails from concerned Baptists and Scouters, I contacted
the Membership Impact Department at the National Office of the Boy Scouts of America, proposing an
interpretation of the changes in the membership guidelines. Below is the text of what I offered as my
interpretation.
First, it is my understanding that the resolution clearly states that sexual activity among
Scout-aged youth is contrary to Scouting virtues, and I take that to mean that so long as it is uniformly and
equitably applied, a unit could have in its own statement a list of behavioral expectations regarding sexual
abstinence as a condition of membership.
Secondly, it is my understanding that the resolution only says that youth may not be denied membership solely on
the basis of the youth's self-perceived sexual orientation. It does not say that a youth may not be denied
membership if his behavior becomes a distraction to the program or the performance of the unit, or if his behavior
casts a poor reflection on the reputation of the chartered organization.
Thirdly, the resolution, as I understand it, does not require that a church-chartered unit affirm the moral
acceptability of same-sex attraction.
Fourth, the resolution does not preclude the right of the church to ask adult leaders to exemplify by word and
example the positive nature of traditional, heterosexual marriage as their recognized standard what it means to be
morally straight with the goal of influencing youth in the unit to appreciate and appropriate that as part of their
personal values system.
The response I received from the Boy Scouts of America was that this interpretation was correct in every point so
long as a charter organization did not try to use it to exclude a boy solely on the basis of his perceived sexual
orientation. The BSA is working on a list of behavior expectations of its own, but I was also told that chartered
organizations could craft their own codes of conduct and that they could be stricter than the one BSA creates, so
long as it does not violate the new membership policy. In short, Baptist churches that charter Scout units have the
power to enforce a code of conduct on the boys that precludes their ability to engage in any kind of sexual activity
and to bring disciplinary measures to bear on youth who violate the code of conduct, even to the point of
removing them if their behavior becomes detrimental to the unit or the reputation of the charter organization.

Given this interpretation of the situation, I believe that it is possible, even desirable, for Baptist churches to
continue to utilize Scouting as an outreach ministry of the church. How it is done, however, must change. No
longer can a church simply give meeting space to the Scouts.
Churches must take a proactive approach to Scouting and involve members of the local congregation alongside
Scout parents as leaders, set expectations for leaders consistent with the values of the church, and create an
atmosphere of Scouting that is true to the vision of Lord Baden-Powell where everything done in Scouting is done
with a focus on duty to God. In this way churches can turn what looks like a negative into a positive, having an
influence in shaping the values of another generation, and even reach youth that might not otherwise be reached
with the gospel.
A. J. Smith
President on behalf of the Executive Committee
Association of Baptists for Scouting

