


It was an honor to serve as Council President for 
2022, in which Southwest Florida Council 
exceeded many goals for program delivery and 
fiscal management.   Our real success is revealed 
through the “Scouting Experience” our Scout 
Leaders provide thousands of young people 
throughout Southwest Florida.  Instilling life 
skillskills, values, and leadership qualities in today’s 
young people continues to be our primary focus.  
Southwest Florida Council’s numerous volunteers, 
supporters, and donors believe in this focus and, 
through their help, have allowed us to enhance 
programs and facilities our Scouts and their 
families enjoy.   

This brief report contains highlights of the past year.  On behalf of our Scouts, 
thank you for your support, time, talents, and genuine treasure in making a 
difference in the lives of our young people. 

The Honorable Josephine Gagliardi
Council President
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Josephine Gagliardi     President   
Jim Thielen        Council Commissioner 
Tyrone Shinn       Vice President, Finance & Fund Development
David Dignam       Vice President, Council Relations & Marketing
John Tobler       Vice President, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Gary Hoyt        Vice President, Strategic Planning
Blair McBlair McVety        Vice President, Physical Resources 
Bill Coen         Vice President, Council Performance
David Verinder       Vice President, Governance and Leadership 
Douglas Adams       Vice President, Program
Jim Fetterman      Vice President, Safe Scouting
Jim Pilon         Council Attorney
Dave Dale        Past President



PAGE 3

Studies, by Harris Interactive and Tufts University, reinforce what the Boy Scouts 
of America has been teaching since 1910.  Youth who were Scouts for four or more 
years are:

Like councils across the nation, the story of Southwest Florida Council is colorful, 
filled with rich stories, and flavored with incredible people.   

TheThe Southwest Florida Council, originally called the Royal Palm Council, was 
founded in 1926 in Ft. Myers, Florida. At that time, it covered the territories of 
Lee, Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades and Hendry counties. At this early time 
there were approximately 191 Boy Scouts and at least 6 Boy Scout troops. It’s first 
summer camp was held at Breezy Point in Highlands County, near the village of 
Lake Placid. The area was later known as Camp Ropaco. 

SinceSince then, there have been many changes, thousands of youths, and a long line of 
red-jacketed leaders.  Throughout we have remained faithful to the ideas and ideals 
that began it all – a dedication to youth, community, and a better future – tied 
together with an oath of 40 simple words along with a set of life directing laws 
that number just twelve.  

Better able to care for the environment (89%) 

Better able to get along with others (88%) 

Always ready to give their best effort (87%) 

Confident in themselves (87%) 

Goal oriented (87%) 

Better able to care for other people (86%) 

RRespectful of others (86%) 



When you’re a kid, fun comes first. Final exams, driver’s education and summer 
jobs will arrive soon enough.  Scouting lets kids have fun while teaching them skills 
that will help them later.  From the thrill of shooting an arrow to learning how to 
transform a block of wood into a race car, Scouts learn the value of hard work, and 
experience the thrill of seeing it pay off. With a myriad of exciting adventures, 
Scouting gives kids the experience they need to become productive adults.
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Boy Scouts of America is the nation's largest values-based, youth development 
organization. The BSA provides a program for young people that builds character, 
trains them in the responsibilities of participating citizenship, develops personal 
fitness and leadership.

FFor over a century, the BSA has helped build the future leaders of this country by 
combining educational activities and lifelong values with fun. BSA believes — and, 
through over a century of experience, knows — that helping youth is the key to 
building a more conscientious, responsible, and productive society.

OOver 600 Southwest Florida Scouts experienced a high-quality Long-term summer 
camp program in 2022. Council-sponsored events brought thousands of Scouts, 
adult leaders and family members to our two Council properties for weekend-long 
camping experiences.

108108 Scouts BSA members achieved the highest rank in Scouting – Eagle Scout. 
Among the many requirements to earn this distinction, these young people 
planned, led, and accomplished community improvement projects totaling over 
27,000 hours of service to Southwest Florida communities.   

Southwest Florida Council is a good steward of the funds donated by our 
community.   The Council provides high-quality programs to youth, thanks to 
generous donors and sponsors.
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Scott Beaty  (Alligator District)
Edwin Copeland (Manatee District)
Andrew Hitchcock (Panther District)
Patric Martin (Panther District) 
Blair McVety (Two Rivers District)
Gary Payton (Two Rivers District)
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA COUNCIL, BSA
1801 BOY SCOUT DRIVE
FORT MYERS, FL 33993
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